Plassey   To   Amritsar

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI was born twelve years after the
Revolt of 1857, a last fierce effort to drive out the foreigner. When
Lord Dalhousie left India in 1856 British rule had been established,
directly or indirectly, over the whole of India. In May 1857 it was
suddenly challenged by the revolt known in text-books as the Indian
Mutiny, and the issue was decided by June 1858. The revolt brought
forth among others the inspiring figure of Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi
who died fighting on the battlefield.
The foundations of British domination were laid at Plassey in 1757.
Abroad a series of inventions in the industrial field found Britain ripe
for industrial revolution in 1770. To make it a success she needed an
expanding market and cash capital which prostrate India meekly
provided. The East India Company looted Bengal to fill its coffers.
India's ruinous condition was demonstrated by a famine in Bengal
in 1770 in which ten million people died. Yet land revenue was
increased and rigorously collected. By 1813 the company's monopoly
of the Indian trade had been terminated and a new policy of exploi-
tation begun. It was designed to expand the Indian market for
British manufactures and to increase India's production of raw
materials for the benefit of British industry. In the name of free trade
British products were allowed free entry into the country while tariffs
were raised high against Indian goods entering England. In 1787
the exports of Dacca muslin to England amounted to three million
rupees; in 1817 they ceased altogether. By 1850 India who for cent-
uries had exported cotton goods to the whole world was importing
one-fourth of Britain's cotton textile exports.
Mill cloth from England destroyed the handloom industry in India
and machine-made yarn wiped out the Indian spinners. The basis of
the traditional Indian economy in which farming was supplemented
by cottage industry was thus destroyed. Millions of artisans and